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A Significant milestone: VP 
 
We are stepping into 
A new dawn:CM 
 

Rangpo: Mr. Hamid Ansari, Vice President of India, laid 
the foundation stone for Sivok-Rangpo rail link on Friday, 
October 30, at a Rangpo site. Those present included Mrs. 
Ansari, Governor of Sikkim, Mr. BP Singh, Mrs Singh, 
Ms.Mamta Banerjee Union Minister for Railways, Mr. 
Muluk Roy, Union Minister to State for Shipping, Dr. 



Pawan Chamling, Chief Minister of Sikkim, Chief 
Secretary and other officials, Government of Sikkim and 
representatives and officials form Railways. 
 Speaking on the occasion Mr. Ansari said, “I am very 
happy to participate in today’s function and lay the 
foundation stone for the new broad gauge line between 
Sevok and Rangpo that would provide the first ever rail 
link to Sikkim. This is a significant milestone in providing 
the rail connectivity to the state”. 
 He hoped that he national projects would be 
completed on time. It is also gratifying that further 
extension of this line from Rangpo to Gangtok is being 
planned and the survey for the same has been carried out, 
he said. He also said, establishing rail connectivity would 
not only lead to further economic development also 
increase the number of tourists coming to the state. 
 Chief Minister Dr. Pawan Chamling in his address 
said, “Today is a red letter day for Sikkim and the 
Sikkimese people as the dream project that we pursued 
with the wholehearted support and endorsement of the 
Central Government has come to a full circle”. 
 As a Himalaya State, CM said, Sikkim is face to face 
with certain specific problems and hardships caused by its 
locational disadvantages and as a landlocked State, “we are 
deprived of easy access to regular communication and 
transportation linkages with the outside world”. 
 “With the only existing 31A National Highway to link 
Sikkim with the rest of the Country and the world, we are 
hard pressed to build other channel of communication for 
the State. Frequent disruptions due to landslides and 
disturbances in the neighbouring areas give us a sense of 



isolation and cause extreme hardships at times. However, 
today I feel this story belongs to the past and we are now 
stepping into a new dawn”. He said, “I am personally 
grateful to the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan 
Singh and convey the gratitude of my people to the 
Government of India and to the Ministry of Railways and 
the Railways Board for making our cherished dream a 
reality”. 
 Chief Minister said, “Together with the completion of 
the first phase of the projects upto Rangpo, we would also 
eagerly look forward to the second phase of the project to 
be extended to Gangtok as part of the policy of the Ministry 
of Railways to provide rail link to all State Capitals. In fact, 
Madam Benerjee has been kind to let us know that 
preliminary engineering and traffic survey for extension of 
rail line from Sivok-Rangpo to Gangtok has been 
completed in March 2009. My Governor will give topmost 
priority in helping the Railways to finalize the locational 
surveys, acquire land and render any assistance required.” 
 He further said, “I would like to share our dream and 
plan to extend the railway track upto Nathula border post 
standing at 14, 400 feet separating India with Tibet 
Autonomous Region of China. We are aware that countries 
like Switzerland has created special railway line in high 
altitude 14,000 feet like the Jungfraujoch (pronounced as 
Un-fra-yok) on top of Europe and in Mount Titlis, creating 
an engineering wonder”. “In the same way”, CM said, “I 
would like to urge upon the railway authorities to take 
advantage of the scenic beautiful of Sikkim together with 
its strategic location to create another wonder of the world 
in the railway history surpassing all past achievements”. 
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His Excellency 
Shri M. Hamid 
Ansari sahib, 
Hon’ble Vice 
President of 
India, respected 
Madam Ansari 
ji, His 
Excellency 
Governor of 
Sikkim, 
respected Shri 
BP Singhji, 
respected 
Madam Singh 
ji, respected 
Mamta 
Banerjee, 
Hon’ble 
Minister for 

Railways, Shri 
Mukul Roy, 
Hon’ble 
Minister of 
State for 
Shipping, Chief 
Secretary 
Government of 
Sikkim and 
other officials, 
representatives 
and officials 
from Railways, 
distinguished 
guests, ladies 
and gentlemen: 
Today is a red 
letter day for 
Sikkim and the 
Sikkimese 

people as the 
dream project 
that we pursued 
with the 
wholehearted 
support and 
endorsement of 
the Central 
Government has 
come to a full 
circle. And the 
very fact that 
His Excellency 
the Vice 
President 
himself has 
kindly agreed to 
lay the 
foundation 
stone of this 



Rail link in the 
august presence 
of His 
Excellency 
Governor of 
Sikkim and 
Madam 
Banerjee has 
made this day 
all the more 
blessed and 
exalted. We are 
extremely 
grateful to the 
Vice President 
Hon’ble Shri 
M.Hamid 
Ansari sahib, 
Madam Ansari 
ji, Madam 
Mamta 
Banerjee, 
Minister of 
Railways, 
Government of 
India, Minister 
of State, 
Shipping, and 
all other guests 
for being with 
us today. 

As a Himalayan 
State Sikkim is 
face to face with 
certain specific 
problems and 
hardship caused 
by its locational 
disadvantages. 
And also as a 
landlocked 
State, we are 
deprived of easy 
access to regular 
communication 
and 
transportation 
linkages with 
the outsides 
world. 
With the only 
existing 31 A 
National 
Highway to link 
Sikkim with the 
rest of the 
Country and the 
world, we are 
hard pressed to 
build other 
channel of 
communication 

for the State. 
Frequent 
disruptions due 
to landslides 
and 
disturbances in 
the 
neighbouring 
areas give us a 
sense of 
isolation and 
cause extreme 
hardships at 
times. However, 
today I feel this 
story belongs to 
the past and we 
are now 
stepping into a 
new dawn. 
I feel that this is 
also the right 
place to mention 
that Sikim is the 
most peaceful 
State in the 
Country. Our 
people are like 
the unpaid and 
sovereignty of 
the Nation 



maintaining 
perfect peace in 
the border State. 
And today I am 
proud to say 
that the 
Sikkimese 
people are the 
veritable peace 
makers and 
peace 
producers- a 
path of mutual 
co-existence 
and national 
integrity 
consistently 
followed and 
promoted by the 
people here. 
This needs to be 
appreciated by 
all the people 
across the 
Country. 
However, it 
sometimes pains 
me to find that 
in our country 
positive things 
and positive 

outcomes are 
seldom 
appreciated and 
that most of the 
time negative 
news flows in 
and out for all 
the wrong 
reasons. Healthy 
competition 
among people 
and between  
States is 
possible only if 
we are able to 
appreciate 
positive things 
taking place in 
different parts 
of the Country. 
The need of the 
hour, I think, is 
that  we need to 
encourage 
positive policies 
and positive 
thinking among 
our people. 
After we 
received the 
mandate of the 

people to 
govern the State 
since 1994, we 
set about in our 
task of 
establishing the 
rail link to our 
State. I am 
personally 
grateful to the 
Hon’ble Prime 
Minister, Dr. 
Manmohan 
Singh and 
convey the 
gratitide of my 
people to the 
Government of 
India and to the 
Ministry of 
Railways and 
the Railway 
Board for 
making our 
cherished dream 
a reality. 
Together with 
the completion 
of the first 
phase of the 
project upto 



Rangpo, we 
would also 
eagerly look 
forward to the 
second phase of 
the project to be 
extended to 
Gangtok as part 
of the policy of 
the Ministry of 
Railways to 
provide rail link 
to all State 
Capitals. In fact, 
Madam 
Banerjee has 
been  kind to let 
us know that 
preliminary 
engineering and 
traffic survey 
for extension of 
rail line from 
Sivok-Rangpo 
to Gangtok has 
been completed 
in March 2009. 
My Government 
will give top-
most priority in 
helping the 

Railways to 
finalize the 
locational 
surveys, acquire 
land and render 
any assistance 
required. 
In the presence 
of our honoured 
guests, I would 
like to shore our 
dream and plan 
to extend the 
railway track 
upto Nathula 
border post 
standing at 
14,400 feet 
separating India 
with Tibet 
Autonomous 
Region of 
China. We are 
aware that 
countries like 
Switzerland has 
created special 
railway line in 
high altitude 
area over and 
above  14,000 

feet like the 
Jungfraujoch 
(pronounced as 
Un-fra-yok) on 
top of Europe 
and in Mount 
Titlis, creating 
an engineering 
wonder. 
If we compare 
Sikkim with 
Switzerland, 
Sikkim is much 
richer naturally. 
Sikkim is dotted 
with multiple 
colour found in 
its floral 
blanket, in its 
peaks and 
valleys and our 
natural lakes. 
As one of the 18 
biodiversity 
hotspots, 
Sikkim’s floral 
and faunal 
wealth is 
incomparable. 
Sikkim has five 
climate zones 



with beauty 
unsurpassed 
criss-crossing 
our landscape 
spanning from 
300 metres to 
Mount 
Kanchenjunga 
at 28, 168 feet 
in altitude, the 
highest 
mountain peak 
in the Country 
and the third 
highest in the 
world. 
In spite of such 
treasure trove, 
we are not being 
able to harness 
and utilize the 
inherent 
potential due to 
lack of 
infrastructure 
and creation of 
similar 
facilities. 
Having realized 
our weaknesses 
and policy 

shortfall, we 
want to harness 
this natural 
wealth in better 
way and in a 
more organized 
and scientific 
manner. To 
make this 
happen, we 
require building 
of proper 
infrastruction, 
proper 
institution and 
support base. 
Therefore, I 
would like to 
request the 
Central 
Government 
and Madam  
Bannerjee to 
view this project 
from a larger 
and broader 
perspective. I 
would also take 
this opportunity 
to request the 
Central 

Government 
and Madam 
Banerjee to 
conceive a more  
comprehensive 
Master Plan to 
lay rail line, 
winding its way 
across high 
mountains and 
natural lakes, 
our flower 
gardens and the 
animals 
kingdom 
making it as a 
recurring theme 
of our Nation’s 
Pride both as a 
communication 
link and as 
tourist 
destination. 
In the same 
way, I would 
like to urge 
upon the 
railway 
authorities to 
take advantage 
of the scenic 



beauty of 
Sikkim together 
with its strategic 
location to 
create another 
wonder of the 
world in the 
railway history 
surpassing all 
past 
achievements. 
Once again, I 
extend profound 
gratitude of the 
Government 
and people of 
Sikkim to His 
Excellency the 
Vice President 
of India for 
consenting to 
lay the 
foundation 
stone today. My 
heartfelt 
gratitude to His 
Excellency the 
Governor and 
Madam 
Governor for 
being witness to 

this historic 
event. Our 
thanks to the 
Hon’ble  
Railway 
Minister cannot 
be adequately 
conveyed in 
words. I would 
request your 
personal 
guidance to 
complete the 
project in 
scheduled  date. 
I also thank the 
Hon’ble 
Minister of 
State for 
Shipping for his 
august presence. 
Our  special 
thanks are also 
due to the 
Member, 
Engineering 
Railway Board, 
General 
Manager, 
Northeast 
Frontier  

Railways and 
their officers for 
giving us this 
profound hope 
and confidence 
in our strength 
to accelerate the 
pace of progress 
and 
development of 
the State and 
welfare of our 
citizens. 
 
 
Thank you 
Jai Hind    
 
 
 
 


